
Her game was artistry in motion — fast, fearless, and precise. She went
on to play professionally, including time in the WNBA and overseas in
Europe, living out the dream she once chose as a teenager.

THE FIGHT OF HER LIFE
At just 21 years old, during a routine physical, Dawn’s life changed
forever. She was diagnosed with focal segmental glomerulosclerosis
(FSGS) — a serious kidney disease.
What followed was a battle that would test every ounce of her strength:

A first kidney transplant in 2014
A second, life-saving transplant in 2021
At one point, being told she had just two years to live without
intervention

Yet through it all, Dawn never lost her identity as a competitor.
“I’ve lived so many lives,” she has said. “You have to believe you’re going
to get to the other side.”
Her journey places her among elite athletes who have faced similar
battles, including NBA great Alonzo Mourning, with whom she has
shared inspiration and perspective.

A RETURN TO PURPOSE — ACTING & BEYOND
After stepping away from professional basketball, Dawn returned to Los
Angeles — not defeated, but reborn. She resumed her acting career
with renewed purpose, earning roles in projects including:

The Six Triple Eight
Never Would Have Made It: The Marvin Sapp Story
The Black Hamptons
Judge Me Not

DAWN EVANS
DAWN RAVEN EVANS is the embodiment of resilience,
reinvention, and relentless drive — a woman who has
excelled on the court, on screen, and in life while
overcoming extraordinary medical challenges that
would have stopped most in their tracks.

HOOPS, HEALING & HOLLYWOOD

A RECORD-BREAKING ATHLETE
What followed was nothing short of historic.
At James Madison University, Dawn became one of the most electrifying players in NCAA history. A dynamic
5'7" guard, she shattered records and redefined what was possible:

CAA all-time leading scorer (2,667 points)
School record holder across multiple categories including field goals, three-pointers, and free throws
NCAA scoring leader during the 2010–11 season stretch
CAA Player of the Year and multiple All-America honors
Widely regarded as one of the top point guards in the nation
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Her performances reflect not just talent, but lived experience — depth shaped by adversity, perseverance,
and growth. At the same time she built a successful real estate career demonstrating yet another
dimension of her versatility and drive.

A VOICE FOR PATIENTS — IPNA AMBASSADOR
Dawn’s journey has come full circle as she steps into a powerful new
role as an ambassador for the International Pediatric Nephrology
Association (IPNA) — using her voice to advocate for children and
families affected by kidney disease worldwide. Her motivation is deeply
personal. Having faced the fear, uncertainty, and physical toll of kidney
disease at a young age, Dawn understands firsthand what patients
especially children, endure. She knows what it feels like to have dreams
interrupted, to navigate complex treatments, and to fight for a second
chance at life. That lived experience now drives her commitment to
ensure that no child feels alone in that journey and that families have
access to hope, information, and support.

“I know what it feels like to hear a diagnosis that changes everything.
But I also know what it means to fight, to hope, and to keep going when
the odds are against you. As someone who was given another chance
at life, I feel a responsibility to use my voice. If I can help a child believe
they still have a future — that they can still dream — then that is why I’m
here. This is bigger than me.”

Dawn is giving back with her advocacy efforts through her YouTube
Channel reaching 1 million viewers.

“Through this partnership,
Dawn is helping shine a
global spotlight on
pediatric kidney disease —
bringing awareness,
compassion, and
inspiration to a cause that
urgently needs it.” 

Dr. John D. Mahan, IPNA
Treasurer

MORE THAN A STORY — A MOVEMENT
Dawn Raven Evans is not defined by any single chapter of her life.
She is:

A record-breaking athlete
A working actress
A two-time kidney transplant survivor
A business professional
And above all, a symbol of resilience and reinvention

Her story resonates far beyond sports or entertainment — it speaks to
anyone facing adversity, uncertainty, or a second chance. She
represents courage in its most authentic form.

THE MESSAGE
Dawn’s journey is a powerful reminder: Setbacks are not endings — they
are invitations to evolve and grow.
With every comeback, every role, every step forward, she continues to
inspire audiences, followers, and the media alike.

And her story is still being written.

YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/@DawnRaven
INSTAGRAM: www.instagram.com/thedawnraven
IMDB: www.pro.imdb.com/name/nm7281508?ref_=hm_prof_name
IPNA: www.theipna.org
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